
2 Kings 18:7
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever

he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and

served him not. 

Analysis

And the  LORD was  with  him;  and he  prospered whithersoever  he  went

forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.

This verse contributes to the overall  theme of  chapter 18:  Faithful  reformation

faces  external  pressure.  The  divine  name  emphasizes  Yahweh's  covenant

relationship  with  Israel  and  His  sovereign  control  over  historical  events.  The

reference to kingship reminds readers that all human authority is subordinate to

God's ultimate kingship. In Judah's later history, we see both genuine reforms and

deep-rooted corruption, revealing that external religious activity cannot substitute

for heart transformation. 

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while

maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption. 

Historical Context

Historical Setting: 2 Kings 18 takes place during Hezekiah's reign in Judah, late

8th century BCE, around 715-686 BCE. The chapter's theme (Hezekiah's Reforms

and  Assyrian  Threat)  reflects  the  historical  reality  of  genuine  religious  reform

under Hezekiah,  including trust  in God that resulted in miraculous deliverance

from Assyria. Archaeological evidence from this period includes royal inscriptions,

administrative  documents,  and  material  culture  that  corroborate  the  biblical
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account  while  providing  additional  context  for  understanding  the  political  and

social dynamics at work. 

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2

Kings 18 regarding faithful reformation faces external pressure?

What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,

mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?

Interlinear Text

ה ָ והְָי
H1961

יהְוהָ
And the LORD

H3068

וֹ עִמּ
H5973

ל בכְֹּ
H3605

אֲשֶׁר
H834

א יצֵֵ
whithersoever he went forth

H3318

יל ִּ ישְַׂכ
was with him and he prospered

H7919

ד ויַמְִּרֹ
and he rebelled

H4775

ְ לךֶ במְֶּֽ
against the king

H4428

ורּ אַשּׁ
of Assyria

H804

א ולְֹ
H3808

עֲבדָֽוֹ׃
and served

H5647

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

2 Kings  16:7 (Kingdom):  So  Ahaz  sent  messengers  to  Tiglath-pileser  king  of

Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save me out of the

hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise up

against me.

Psalms 60:12 (Parallel theme): Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that

shall tread down our enemies.

Psalms 1:3 (Parallel theme):  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of

water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Romans 8:31 (Parallel theme): What shall we then say to these things? If God be

for us, who can be against us?

Matthew 28:20 (Parallel theme): Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever

I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the

world. Amen.

2 Chronicles 32:30 (Parallel theme): This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper

watercourse of Gihon, and brought it straight down to the west side of the city of

David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works.

2 Chronicles 31:21 (Parallel  theme):  And in every work that he began in the

service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his

God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered.

1 Samuel 18:14 (References Lord):  And David behaved himself wisely in all his

ways; and the LORD was with him.

Psalms 46:11 (References Lord): The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob

is our refuge. Selah.

Matthew 1:23 (Parallel  theme):  Behold,  a virgin shall  be with child,  and shall

bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted

is, God with us.
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